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HA17.SAKA,  Yos'aio 

with  an  epigraph  by  His  Excellency,  General  Kuniaki  KOISO, 
iorr.or  Colonial  l.inistcr  (Krsur.igcsokt-Shobo,  publisher) 

/p.160/  French  Inda-Chirn  Japan. 

1  •  His  tor  ic  r  ?j.  - t  i  onr 
/p .  168/  2 .  Economic  rcl7  tions 

Thorpn^ h^ojng  Ar.t  1  -  J-  p-  ne  a  r  Customs  Duties 

..  x  ln  Yicw  their  historic  relations  it  would  bo  nnt’iral 
th^t  trade  rc-l-tions  between  Japan  -no  Fr  nch  Inc*. o -Chine 
woulr:  be  very  close,  but  the  reverse  is  the  c-se.  This  is 
because  the  flowing  in  of  ovr  coeds  is  being  suppressed  b" 
weans  of  high  protective  tariffs  of  a  conplicatcd  n-ture  in 
records  nee  wit.i  the  oxclusivisi*  of  Franco  proper. 

In  French  Indo-Chinr  ihrre  is  ~n  institution  called 
the  Tndo-China  Correrci-l  and  Industrie  Association  organ¬ 
ized  by  Frenchmen  one-  those  who,  living  in  France  proper, 

with  French  Indo-C hinn.  This  institution, 

i-xoing  a -cisive  controlling  ir.fluorce,  excludes  J-uanese 
goods  as  far  as  their  importation  into  French  Indo-China  is 
concerned,  overriding  the  interests  of  native  cor.sur.ers, 
while  it  concedes  "most  favored  n  tion"  treatment  to  Jnrrnose 
goods  imported  to  "France  and  Algeria"  for  the  reason,  as  it 
r -int-ins,  th~t  the  irport  of  good,  che^p  J^p.-ncse  goods 
oppresses  the  industries  of  Franco  proper,  which  stand  in  a 
competitive  relation  with  those  of  japan.’ 

every  opportunity  J-p-n  did  its  best  to  inorove  this 
ln  Hoover,  ir  1932  a  corrorcinl  egree- 

nont  was  at  lest  concluded  to  the  effect  that  cither  the 
lowest  or  a  medium  rate  of  custors  duty  was  to  be  irposed  up- 
- mported  goods  ircrr.  Japan,  >  hile  co-1  and  zinc  from  French 
Indo-Chinn  we re  to  be  ii  ported  duty-free  to  J'pan.  But, 
even  after  the  egrcere.rc  w-s  reached,  the  raising  of.  the 
custom  rates  w:s  carried  out.  Since  1932,  an  exchange 
compensation  surtax  has  been  irposed  uoon  goods  inported 
fror  the  countries  where  the  exchange  !vd  become  unfavorable, 
and  otner  restrictive  measures  of  various  kinds,  such  as  a 
quota  system  or  a  licensing  system  for  irports  have  been 
adopted,  Consequently,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the 
market  for  our  goods  to  expand. 
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Hence  the  trade  be  tv/ con  Japan  and  French  Indo-Chinn 
Is  quite  one- sided,  and  the  following  list  will  shov/  you 
how  tmfavorablc  the  br.la  ce  ij  to  Japan: 

/p.170/  JAPAN'S  IP.AEE  7ITH  FltENCH  INDO-CHINA  (*10,000) 

Y^r  Exports  L inerts  Excess  of  Imports 

1934  265  1.062  70 7 

1935  402  1.501  1.0^9 

1936  470  2.051  1.545 

1937  462  2.701  2,236 

1938  318  2.030  1.712 

1939  193  2,665  2.467 

The  surprising  ir.oort  figure  of  *26, 650, 000  in  contrast 
with  experts  of  *1,980.000  is  seen  for  1939.  This  is 
trntanount  to  the  prohibition  of  importation  frop  Japan# 

French  Indo-China  is  n  French  territory,  so  there  is 
no  objection  to  h;r  irportation  of  French  p-Gc  goods  duty 
fr^c,  and  it  ray  bo  unavoidable  that  heavy  taxes  are  imposed 
on  foreign  goods  but  we  are  quite  perplexed  tc  understand 
why  they  should  levy  on  Japanese  goods  texos  fourfold  the 
rate  of  those  on  European  ones.  I  wonder  why  Japan  should 
have  kept  silent  at  this. 


There  is 
with  hir.sclf 
of  about  two 
had  expected; 
as  glassware, 
packing  cases 
were  irposed 
vers  regarded 


1  episode:  Once  a  Japanese  happened  to  carry 
Japanese  vino  -  sake,  as  a  souvenir  in  a  bottle 
litres.  First,  the  sake  v/as  taxes  just  as  he 
but  secondly  the  bottle  itsalf  was "also  taxed 
ilosquito  punk  was  t~xcd  as  medicine  and  their 
as  r~P-r  ranufac t’u*cs .  Furthcrrore,  duties 
ev  n  on  the  punk-holders;  trifling  bits  of  tin 
as  steel  products.  What  prohibitive  taxes! 


This  is  not  a  mere  econoric  problem  relating  solely  to 
Japan  but  a  serious  nucstion  touching  humanity  when  we  con¬ 
sider  that  the  authorities  are  rcluctrnt  to  an0w  the  Anna- 
reso,  who  are  badly  off  7/ ho  sc  wages  are  low,  to  buy  the 
cheap,  good,  things  fror  nearby  and  force  then,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  to  purchase  expensive  goods  produced  bv  Europeans; 
thus  they  are  doubling  their  exploitation. 

/p.171/  TRADE  COOPS 

Important  Trade  Goods  between  Japan  and  French  Irdo-China.. 

- I>UQOO Q_ 

(See  Table  Next  Page) 


tcc.  No.  1615 


Exports  from  Japan  to 
Indo-Chinn , _  1933 

French 
_ 1.U2 

Frcrh  vegetables 

256 

206 

Cher  icals 

103 

173 

Dyes, cosmetics 
and  points 

473 

138 

Raw  silk 

Cotton  Sc  Silk 

705 

181 
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Tr ports  fror  French  Indr 

C  u  r _  i  <;  1 


t,Q  a ^ 

Corn 

1.295 

7.937 

1.489 

Table  salt 

1.548 

Raw  rubber 

1.364 

405 

Pine  tar 

173 

113 

Lacquer 

1.333 

980 

Fabrics 

223 

89 

Coal 

12.107 

13-400 

Coal 

China  and  por¬ 

234 

282 

Ores  and  choir 
finished  goods 

12.627 

14161 

celain 

127 

137 

95 

Ores  &  metals 

1.844 

1.684 

Metal  riifr. 

98 

Machine  wheels 
Boards  for 

170 

?-C7 

boxes 

373 

253 

The  above  list  of  the  tr^dr  goods  for  1939  shows  the 
following; 


Rico,  once  a.  first  r^nk  irport  iten  has  gradually  de¬ 
creased  in  quantity  rs  our  government  hns  restricted  its 
irport  since  1928  in  accordance  with  the  Ficc  Control  Law 
intended  to  maintain  the  price  of  ri^e.  Ccnl,  rs  ^  result, 
took  tno  piece  of  rice  and  occupies  r  prominent  position, 
amounting  to  13,000,000  yen  in  1939,  nearly  the  sane  as  the 
ores  and  their  completed  products,  which  -rounted  to 
14,000,000  yen.  Corn,  n<~xt  ta  tn:r,  amounted  to  3, COO, 000 
yon;  table  salt  to  1,500,000  yen.  /p.172/ 

Other  important  iters  were  lacquer  ar.d  r^v/  rubber. 

There  are  no  major  exports  fror  J ~pan  though  eohcstve-corl, 
valued  at  ¥230,000,  veneer  cn3cs  valued  rti25O,C0O,  and  raw 
vegetables,  raw  silk,  china  and  porcelain  u-c  main  items. 
Because  of  the  high  tariffs  '’nd  quota  system,  cotton  fabrics, 
the  most  ir.port''nt  of  our  exports,  have  decreased  to  almost 
nothing,  showing  the  figure  of  ¥90,000. 

TM  Great  Change  _Vfhi_ch  13  Nccey^ary  in  Trade  bot'.vc.n 
J-pan  and  FroncTTlncic-Chira \  - 

French  Indo-Chinn,  as  is  seen  above,  requires  a  lot  of 
goods  of  Jap-n  and  Jap^n  is  expecting  not  a  few  fror-  Indo¬ 
china,  At  the  present  stage,  however,  the  trade  is  quite 
one-sided  and  though  tha  disadvantage  of  this  one— sided  trade 
ray  be  endured  we  can  never  acquiesce  to  sea  the  unfortunate 
life  of  the  23,000,000  inhabitants  of  French  Indo-Chinn. 
However,  unless  France  rakes  a  great  ctrngo  in  her  policy  it 
will  be  no  good  wishing. 
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Now  that  France  proper  hoc  escaped  fror  its  old 
structure. rs  a  result  of' bein';  trrnpled  under  foot  by 
Gcrnany,  it  my  be  impossible,  I  bclievo,  for  French  Indo¬ 
china,  her  colony,  to  r.^int-'in  the  old  system.  As  French 
Indo-Chine  h^s  ro.t  cone  to  cut  r  prot  irv,nt  f’ipurc  in  the  Irnst 
Asia  Co-Prosperity  Spher  steps  rust  naturally  be  taken  in 
order  to  destroy  the  status  quo.  Especially  with  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  French  Lido-China  by  our  Irpc^ial  fc*ry  ns  e  turning 
point,  v/e  ere  convinced  that  French  Indo-Chlna  Y/ill  establish 
a  closer  friendship  with  Jo.p^n,  mus  a c c ere i ugly  we  earnestly 
desire  positive  efforts  by  J~prn  r.s  well  as  a.  chance  of 
policy  on  the  part  of  French  Indo-Chin*'. 
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